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Ellen moved to Oakwood in 2009.  Prior to that, she was famil-

iar with the neighborhood from having lived west of Kalamazoo 

and from summer swimming at Woods Lake. She works as a 

consultant in software and project management. 

  

She is glad to belong to a community with such an inclusive, 

active neighborhood association.  Being rather new to the 

neighborhood, her goal is to support the ONA board in its ongo-

ing activities, contributing wherever possible as she learn more 

about the communityôs needs.  Additionally, Ellen is interested 

in the ONA Friends of Woods Lake subcommitteeôs efforts in 

native habitat management. 

  

When not working or helping out with ONA Ellen enjoys swim-

ming, skiing, gardening, reading, and spending time with family 

and friends.   

 

Welcome to the ONA board Ellen. 

Community Garden News 

The Oakwood Community Garden has ambitiously kicked off its second 

growing season!  We are excited to see how our new layout will enhance 

the quality and quantity of food we produce.  As food becomes available, 

we will have a roadside table on which we will place our surplus.  This 

food will be for anyone from Oakwood to enjoy.  All that we ask is that 

if you are capable of helping us in the garden, you do what you can.  If 

not, please only take what you need, and if you know of a neighbor in 

need, please feel free to take produce to them as well.  The mission of 

our garden is to teach people to grow their own food and to strengthen 

our community as we share in the harvest.  

Weeding, watering, and overseeing small projects such as composting, 

rainwater catchment, and trellis-building are just a few of the ways that 

you can be involved.  We are always open to creative ideas and encour-

age those with experience to share your knowledge! 

The Oakwood Community Garden invites all residents of Oakwood who 

like to garden or would like to learn about growing food to join your 

neighbors.  There is not a minimum commitment, and no experience is 

necessary.  In addition to planting and maintaining our garden, you will 

have access to local food events and activities.  Canning and food preser-

vation workshops are happening this summer, and your garden is your 

connection to sustainability.  For information on how you can become 

involved, please contact Shelly at 330-1740 or email her at greengirl-

travel@sbcglobal.net.  You are also welcome to stop by anytime you see 

us working in the garden. 

Neighbors begin planting seeds and plants in the Oakwood Community 

Garden. 

Do you or another member of your family enjoy one of the many pro-

grams offered by ONA? Would you like to give back to help continue 

those programs for the next generation? Have you considered donating to 

the Oakwood Neighborhood Association? Your donation is tax deducti-

ble, and you may specify the program or programs that will receive your 

donation. We have programs ranging from the senior activities, annual 

reunion, or after-school tutoring program that can all benefit from your 

support. If you are interested in making a donation see our web site or 

call or stop into the office.  
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Summer City Ordinances 

 

This is to inform and educate the citizens of Kalamazoo on local ordi-

nances.  We hope for a safe and quiet summer.  If there are any quality 

of life issues that need to be addressed please call your Community Po-

lice Officer.   

 

With the warm weather upon us Kalamazoo Public Safety would like to 

remind citizens about ordinances that will be enforced this summer.  

Those ordinances include, but are not limited to: 

 

22-13 Junk Auto 

A.  No person shall park, store, abandon, discard or permit to remain on 

any premises in the City, including a public or private right-of-way or 

street or any public property, any inoperable, wrecked, or partially dis-

mantled motor vehicle or a part of a motor vehicle, except where per-

mitted by the Zoning Ordinance and except as otherwise provided in 

this section. The absence of current license plates shall create a rebut-

table presumption that a vehicle is inoperable. This section shall not 

apply to a motor vehicle or part thereof in an enclosed building; a vehi-

cle on the premises of a business enterprise operated in a lawful place 

and manner, when necessary to the operation of such business enter-

prise; or a vehicle in an appropriate storage place or depository main-

tained in a lawful place and manner by the City. For purposes of this 

section, "inoperable vehicle" means a vehicle that does not mechani-

cally operate and/or a vehicle whose condition is such that it cannot 

lawfully be operated upon the streets of this City. Reference below to 

the stickering and towing of vehicles in all ways also applies to the re-

moval of parts of a motor vehicle. 
 
B.  The presence of any inoperable, wrecked, or partially dismantled 

vehicle, or parts or tires of motor vehicles, on any premises contrary to 

this section is hereby declared to be a public nuisance. As such, the City 

may take reasonable action to abate the nuisance, including having the 

vehicle towed away from the premises. Such towing shall not occur less 

than 10 days after a sticker has been affixed to the vehicle, which 

sticker shall state that the vehicle is in violation of this section and that 

it may be towed if the situation is not remedied. In the event a vehicle is 

towed, the owner of the vehicle shall be responsible for reasonable tow-

ing and storage charges. In addition, an administrative fee may also be 

assessed by the City in amounts determined by resolution by the City 

Commission. Said fee, in a lesser amount when a vehicle is only stick-

ered and in a greater amount when the vehicle is thereafter towed, may 

be assessed against those persons described in Subsection E below. The 

fee shall not be assessed when a vehicle is stickered but thereafter deter-

mined by the City to not have been in violation. 
 
C.  A vehicle which is stickered and thereafter brought into compliance, 

but which is thereafter in violation of this section within 60 days of the 

initial stickering shall be subject, without further stickering, to abate-

ment action, including towing. 
 
D.  The time limits specified in this section may be extended for further 

periods upon issuance of a special permit by the City Manager, or his or 

her designee, in cases where undue hardship would be caused by strict 

enforcement. 
 
E.  Any person who violates this section and is the owner of or has 

charge, custody or control of a vehicle about which abatement action 

has been taken, and/or who resides at the site of such a vehicle and has 

control of the premises shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. The 

administrative fee described above may be assessed against any such 

person and/or against the nonresident owner of the premises if the City 

first mails a notice of violation and possible assessment to said person 

at his/her last known address at least 10 days prior to the abatement 

activities. 

F.  In addition to any other fine or cost, the court shall order a 

person convicted of violating this section to pay the City the 

amount of the administrative fee if said fee has been assessed 

against that person. If an administrative fee remains unpaid 30 

days after it has been assessed, it shall thereafter accrue interest 

at the rate of 6% per annum from the date of the assessment. Fur-

ther, if the person assessed both owns and resides at the site, or 

owns but does not reside at the site but was provided written no-

tice as described above, an unpaid administrative fee shall consti-

tute a lien upon the property and may be billed as part of the tax 

applicable to the property. 

33-2 Obstruct Sidewalk 

It shall be unlawful for any person to place, or suffer to be 

placed, any sign, structure, wire, encumbrance, encroachment, 

merchandise or obstruction upon, in or over any street or alley, or 

upon or over any sidewalk or crosswalk in the City, which shall 

in any manner impede, obstruct or prevent full, clear and free 

passage over the entire width of such street, alley, sidewalk or 

crosswalk. This section shall not apply to the use of any street, 

sidewalk, crosswalk or alley in accord with the provisions of any 

license or permit issued by the City for such use. 

 

21-6(a) Excessive Noise 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to make or cause to be 

made or continued any excessive or unusually loud noise or 

any noise, measured or unmeasured, which either disturbs, 

injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace or 

safety of any person within the limits of the City. 

 

22-19 Impede Pedestrian or Vehicular Traffic 

Any person or persons who, on any street, sidewalk, or any other 

place open to the public, do any act which hinders or impedes, or 

tends to hinder or impede, the passage of pedestrians or vehicles 

and refuse to cease and desist such acts when ordered to do so by 

a police officer or public safety officer, or other person in charge 

of the property, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 

22-43 Curfew for minors ï Imposed; parents are not to allow 

violations 
A.  It shall be unlawful for any minor under the age of 17 years 

to be in or on any street, alley or public place in the City between 

the hours of 12:00 midnight and 6:00 a.m., unless such person is: 
(1)  Accompanied by a parent or guardian or other person having 

legal custody and control of such minor; 
(2)  In the performance of an errand or duty directed in writing 

by his or her parent, guardian or other person having care or cus-

tody of such minor; 
(3)  In the performance of employment directed in writing by his 

or her employer; 
(4)  Returning directly home from attending a special entertain-

ment of an instructive or beneficial character, for the attendance 

at which such minor shall have received permission, in writing, 

from his or her parent, guardian or other person having custody 

and control of the minor; or 
(5)  Operating a motor vehicle within the scope of his or her li-

cense.  
 
B.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A above, it 

shall be unlawful for any minor under the age of 12 years to be in 

or on any street, alley or public place in the City between the 

hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. unless such minor is accompa-

nied by his or her parent, guardian or other person having cus-

tody and control of the minor. 
 

http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=9695498&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=9695499&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=9695502
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=9695500&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=9695501&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=9695502&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=9695503&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=9695608&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=10635702&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=10635703&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=10635704&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=10635705&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=10635706&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=9695609&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=KA2666&guid=9695608

